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questions strive for solution, is almost always poli-
tically weak. Every country which dreams of a
kingdom of God, which lives for general ideas,
which attempts a work of universal concern, sacri-
fices in the act its particular fate, weakens and
destroys its possibility of playing a great earthly
part. No one, with impunity, can burn with an
inward fire. In order that Judea might make a
religious conquest of the world, it was- necessary
that she should be blotted out from the roll of
nations. A revolution of extraordinary violence
broke out in Judca in the year G6. For four years,
the strange race which seems to have been created
that It might distrust alike those who bless and
those who curse it, was In a state of convulsion,
before which the historian must pause Yvith the
respect due to all that is mysterious.

The causes of this crisis were of old standing,
and the crisis itself inevitable. The Mosaic Law,
the work of lofty idealists, possessed by a powerful
socialistic thought, but the least politic of men, was^
like Islam, exclusive of a civil society, existing side
by side with the religious. This Law, which appears